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SYNOPSIS

Delia (Paola Cortellesi) is the wife of Ivano and mother of three.

Wife and mother. She finds it only natural that these two roles define her. It is the mid-1940s in Rome, and
this is an ordinary family living in a city that struggles to find a balance between the positive momentum
triggered by the Liberation and the misery the war left in its aftermath.

Ivano (Valerio Mastandrea) is the undisputed master of the family. He makes barely enough, but he works
hard to keep a roof over their heads and feels entitled to remind everyone of who is the breadwinner in the
household. Sometimes just with nasty words, some others with the aid of his belt.

His cranky father, Ottorino (Giorgio Colangeli,) is the only person he respects. The spiteful elder needs
round-the-clock care, and Delia is the only one to provide it. The highlight of her day is the time spent with
her confidant and dear friend, Marisa (Emanuela Fanelli.)

Come springtime, the family is excited about the imminent engagement of their beloved firstborn, Marcella
(Romana Maggiora Vergano,) to her middle-class boyfriend, Giulio (Francesco Centorame.) Little do they
know that the girl's greatest hope is to marry fast and finally break free.

Delia sees a suitable wedding for her daughter as a life goal. Until one day, a mysterious letter arrives and
fires up her courage to overturn all plans and start wishing for a better life, not only for herself.

PAOLA CORTELLESI

Non-contractual credits



Paola Cortellesi (Rome, 1973) is an actor, writer, and director. She is one of the most dynamic and versatile
artists on the Italian scene. Her career started in 1995 with her debut on stage, and spanned from cinema to
TV earning her the most prestigious awards: Hystrio Award (2007,) Le Maschere Award and Critics Award
(2006,) David di Donatello (2011,) Silver Ribbon (2018, 2019,2020,) and Italian Golden Globe (2018.)

In 1997, she became known on TV as a writer, actor, and comedian, for her participation in satirical programs
as well as variety shows. In 2004 and 2008, she staged her one-woman shows Nessundorma and Non
Perdiamoci di Vista, while in 2004 she hosted the 54™ Sanremo Music Festival alongside Simona Ventura.
In 2007, she won a Roma Fiction Fest Award for her performance in the TV series Maria Montessori by
G.M. Tavarelli. In 2011, she received a David di Donatello for Best Actress in Escort in Love by M. Bruno.
In 2014, she garnered a double Biglietto d’oro for the box office hits A Boss in the Living Room by Luca
Miniero and Sotto una buona stella by Carlo Verdone, as well as a Flaiano Award. The following year, she
worked with Dario Fo in his TV/theatre piece Callas, directed by Fo himself, while in 2016, she wrote a show
that she hosted together with international singer Laura Pausini, Laura & Paola. Between 2015 and 2019 she
wrote and interpreted Do You See Me? by Riccardo Milani, Something New by Cristina Comencini, The
Last Will Be the Last by Massimiliano Bruno, Mom or Dad?, Don’t Stop Me Now, and Like a Cat on a
Highway, all by Riccardo Milani, In 2018, she starred in The Legend of the Christmas Witch by Michele
Soavi. In 2020, she was a leading character in Figli, written by Mattia Torre and directed by Giuseppe Bonito,
for which she received a Silver Ribbon for the third year in a row. In 2020 and 2022, she starred in Sky show
Petra, directed by Maria Sole Tognazzi, which earned her a Silver Ribbon for the TV. In 2020, she played
Nilde lotti in the documentary movie by Peter Marcias. In 2021, she joined Antonio Albanese for the sequel
to Like a Cat on a Highway by Riccardo Milani, which earned a Biglietto d’oro 2021. In 2022, she made her
debut as a director with a film of her own writing, There’s Still Tomorrow.
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